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MEMORANDUM TO: GENERAL 


¥e can find no record of earlier communi- 
cation referred to in the attached. 



Attached letter has been acknowledged. 

ii- 


2h December 19^1 
(DATE) 


FORM NO. io.lO! OCT 1550 ' 


( 47 ) 
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Approved ForJ 
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‘ Dec 


ceRer 4, 


itrsMoea&^e 

4, 1961 


Gen* Vial'ber B* Smi tli 
Central Intelligence Agency 
2430 ii, Gtreetji Ni.V/** 
ashingtoD) D*C* 

Dear Generals STAT , j. ^ 

I have te en m eaning to v.’ilte itor sev eral months to 
you the rest of the stoiy on I I w^^il recall ^nat 

j. vvro te earl iar this year flDm Germany# i nave since given up portion 
with I I an d hav e retume 'd to the States* will al^ recall ^at 

that 1 told you how | ~| steadfastly reftised to give me an intervxew 

or to tell me what xeally happened at Rheims to give him such a deep 
seated adniration for you* ^ merely asked me to send you a messftg^ig^ 
his good will) which I did* He said you would uiiiderstand* 

In spite o-f his refhsal to give me a story and I 

became veiy good friends* I visited in his home a number of times and 
I t.hijaTf w.e had a lot in common* I am still corresponding with him* 

Before I left Geitnany I went by to see him &'r a last visit and to tell 
him goodbye* It was on this occasion that he finally showed me a sheaf 
of notes he had made of his experiences and inures sions at Rheims and 
told me the whole s tory of what happ^ed* This incLudedj of course, the 
hsis fer his adtniraliom for you, Bais was all, of course, with the 
un^oken understanding that I would never publish the story without his 
peimissLon* 

Altho it is somewhat like carrying coals to Newcastle to 
repeat the story to you, I cb so briefly here nterely because what 
in^ressed him so greatly may not have be m the outstari/dlng problem dealt 
vlth at Rheims* It was simply that the German delegation requested a 
48 hour delay in the effec^ve date of the unconditional surrender to 
QaaHe them to move several hundred thousand troops away from — and out 
of the hands off — the oncoming Russians* Biey felt that tMs would 
sinply be saving the lives of thousands upon thousands of those men* 

He says that it seemed you were synpathetic to this proposal 
and took it up with I^senhower who flatly tamed it down* It seems there 
must have been some considerable’ discussion of thi s point, at least 
infcimally, and that Eisenhower’s viev/ prevailed, I l has not STAT 

fbrgotten this. Probably no German would ever fbrget it if they Icnew 
about i1^ e^iccially now that posts-war history has proven the Germans 
were ri^t. As you well know there is a vast dBlscrpency betfcveen the 
number of Germans taker, into Russia and those repatriated* And, as is 
as equally well krsown, Bassia has officially conpleted the r^atriati^* 

Bae signiflcaiit point about this whole matter is l 
attitude toward it now, as the only living German who teev^s it* Despite 
the fhct that he will pro ba lay never forgive Eisenhower he will not 
talk, I doubt if he bas told this story to even a half a dozens of his 
closest friL^ds, It is entirely possible that I am the only person he 
ever told it to* ifVhen I pressed him for his reasons it rev^Gled even 
more clearly the adairable traits of character this ronarkable young 
German possesses, Ferheps you will disagree with me. 
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oT . — rsnTaim quiet is based silRly on the fact that 

^senbower is not too well loved i® Geimansr he feels that Gemany*s 

5® success Of me Norm Atianttc aef^e ^ 

J? bri*^ toot a greater de^ee of coopeia -tion^’ 
betitfesn l^ropean nationsi including Gennany^ 

wen liked in, Gemar^r, fbr obvious 

oD^llv®* appoinBted NAOD commander the Geimanis received it 

preferred someone like Lucius Clay. Slowly 
bo^s^S ^ ^seithower well enough to know^at 

want to beTon^n!^S especially ^ .. 

we?e ^l^iclv kSnS^*f J, r ' ^ els singly that if the Rhei® story*" 
are sinroiv the Geimans vnuld never fbigtve Ike. There 

^st others and \d.ves still looking towards the 

Ikifs cwl^of seriously damage 

we?e to Ge^ cooperation!. Even if Eisoibower 

of mro pict^e the story would still cariy loads 

ox resentaesnt lack into the hearts of Gemans, he fe^Ls. 
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. I , 1 0'Veren5)hasizing a thing like this — in his own 

^Iht is SSS J cb belit^e it wula cariy consld^bla 

pfifoiYr as much as he thinks. I spent about five years in 

^ fUient Geiman. I probably got to know them 
most Americans Miho spent time toe re. He could very well be 

. STAT 

never will ©Iserahower, » I I told me. "I piobalSEy 

is^^bablv Slsenhower now and I agree that EisenSrer 

he is so hiPhTv comn^d the Atlantic Defense ainy because 

iisenh^pS^^qn^f^ ©toer European Allies. Europe needs 


Aside from aH this 


wh«ii I r J is a good Euisopean and a democrat. 

He vjas one o?”t:h?fbw p™ not speakiijg in the dogmatic sense of the word. 

dini cmOT ^ who really understood what STA 

c^ meant. Lots of them paid lip service after the Americans 

von suggest anything which (toes not occur to 

waelte certaMLy believe you will not be 

visiTle^^v^lS should happen to 

near f\iture, or any time. You have no Idea how 

!S'^2 ^’Pi’eoiate a hand Ihake from you now. yea?s aftOTRStaa 
and a word of encouragement from a man whom he delpir?«Jeir ’ 


STAT 
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